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School’s Details

College Cambridge Arts and Sciences Ltd (CATS and CSVPA)

DfE number 873/6022

Address Cambridge Arts and Sciences Ltd
1 High Street
Chesterton
Cambridge
Cambridgeshire
CB4 1NQ

Telephone number 01223 314431

Email address registrar@catscambridge.com

Principal Mr Dominic Tomalin

Proprietor CEG Colleges Limited

Age range 13 to 24

Number of pupils on roll 286

Day pupils 28 Boarders 258

Seniors 41 Sixth Form 245

Inspection dates 21 to 23 September 2022
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1. Background Information

About the school
1.1 Cambridge Arts and Sciences Ltd consists of CATS Cambridge and its sister school, Cambridge School 

of Visual and Performing Arts, CSVPA. Both schools are co-educational, international schools, located 
on three sites in the city of Cambridge. Both schools offer day and boarding places, with one boarding 
house on the CATS site and a second a short walk away from CSVPA. 

1.2 The schools are owned by CATS Global Schools, the trading name of Bright Scholar (UK) Holdings Ltd, 
which has six schools in the United Kingdom and one in Boston in the United States. The directors of 
CEG Colleges Ltd (the proprietor) form the governing body with the Chief Executive Officer as the 
chair. The schools offer a range of courses: CATS primarily GCSE, A-level and the CATS University 
Foundation Programme; and at CSVPA foundation and further education courses for the arts. The 
current principal was appointed in 2019.

What the school seeks to do
1.3 The aim of the schools is to encourage all pupils to realise their potential, fostering independence and 

maturity in order to prepare them for their futures as global citizens.

About the pupils
1.4 Pupils come from many parts of the world, including the UK. Many nationalities, family backgrounds, 

faiths and cultures are represented. The very large majority of pupils are boarders. 

1.5 Nationally standardised tests indicate the ability profile of the senior school and of the sixth form is 
below average. No pupil has an education, health and care plan. Eight pupils have been identified with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and all receive specialist help. There are two hundred 
and fifty-two pupils with English as an additional language, (EAL) two hundred and forty-seven of 
whom are receiving support. The school has identified nine pupils of high ability for whom the 
curriculum is modified.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1078899/From_5_Sept_2022_-_National_minimum_standards_for_boarding_schools_.pdf
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Key findings
2.1 The school does not meet all of the required standards in the schedule to the Education 

(Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014, the National
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2.12 The standards relating to welfare, health and safety in paragraphs 9-15, the requirement of 
Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 (accessibility plan), and the ban on corporal punishment under 
section 548 of the Education Act 1996 and NMS 3, 5, 7, 10-12, 15, 16 and 20 are met, but those in 
paragraphs 7 [safeguarding]. 8 [safeguarding of boarders] and 16 [risk assessment], and NMS 6 
[provision and preparation of food and drink], 8 [safeguarding] and 9 [safety of boarders] are not 
met.

Action point 1

The school must ensure that pupils are not dissuaded from eating healthily because of the journey 
from 
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PART 7 – Manner in which complaints are handled
2.19 Parental complaints, if any, are handled effectively through a three-stage process, (informal, formal 

and a hearing before a panel of three, one of whom is independent of the school). Each stage has clear 
time scales, and at the third stage the panel can make findings and recommendations which are 
communicated to the complainant. Records are kept appropriately, including of any action taken, 
whether or not a complaint is successful, and identifying those relating to the boarding provision.

2.20 The standard relating to the handling of complaints [paragraph 33] and NMS 14 are met.

PART 8 
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3. Educational Quality Inspection

Preface
The EDUCATIONAL QUALITY inspection reports on the quality of the school’s work. It focuses on the two 
key outcomes:

- The achievement of the pupils, including their academic development, and

- The personal development of the pupils.

The headline judgements apply one of the ISI descriptors ‘excellent’, ‘good’, ‘sound’ or ‘unsatisfactory’.

Where necessary, National Curriculum nomenclature is used to refer to year groups in the school.

Key findings
3.1 The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements is excellent.

 More able pupils perform particularly well in public examinations.
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3.16 The pupils’ ability to make positive decisions with regard to their learning, personal development and 
relationships is excellent. This is facilitated by the self-reflective nature of the school within the formal 
curriculum, in structured lessons and the many opportunities for the pupils to receive feedback and 
have informal discussions with staff. Pupils are prepared to attempt challenging tasks within a 
supportive environment, knowing that if mistakes are made this can be a learning experience. For 
example, in a chemistry lesson,
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